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Retrievers 
Fear H-Bomb 
Will Slide 

Los Angeles Times 

MADRID, March 20 — Amer- 
ican efforts to recover the 
missing hydrogen bomb ofi 
the Spanish coast encountered 
temporary difficulties late Sat 
urday and resumed at a slow- 
er pace today.. 

Official reports yesterdaj 
at the weapon was bein^ 
iragged off its precarious 
Jerch 2500 feet under the sur 
Ikce turned today into official 
jefusal to say whether a line 
las yet been put around the 
IJbject. 

v There are reliable unofficial 
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reports that no hookup has yet 
been made and, moreover, 
that the bomb slipped 20 feet 
down the steep face of the 
undersea canyon Saturday 
night after initial attempts to 
fasten onto it. 

The object r^sts uncertainly 
on a 70-degree slope of a silt- 
laden canyon whose bottom is 
500 feet below the bomb. Its 
retrieval is being handled very 
gingerly for fear the object 
will slide down and get lost 
| again. 

I . Apart from the awkward po- 
sition of the bomb, now at pre- 
cisely 2527 feet, rescue opera- 
tions were hampered by zero 
visibility on the sea floor for 
many hours due to silt clouds, 
and by the need to surface the 
research submarines to re- 
charge their batteries and rest 
their crews. 

T ^ e 22-foot Alvin required 
12 hours yesterday, for exam- 
ple, to recharged following 
almost a day of hovering over 
the presumed bomb. She and 
the Aluminaut take one hour 
to dive to the depth where the 
recovery is being attempted. 

Given the new develop- 
ments, officials have toned 
down optimistic predictions 
that the weapon might be 
recovered quickly. ✓ 

Choppy seas on the surface 
over the bomb some six males 
off Bailomares also hindered 
operations. But since the first 
order of business is to attach 
a special anchor which is not 
linked to a surface vessel, sur- i 
face conditions were of sec- ' 
ondary importance. 
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